Education Connections

Partnering for School Success

You may have read or seen in the news that
Tennessee recently named its 2009 Teacher,
Principal and Supervisor of the Year. These
award programs give well-deserved recogni-
tion to outstanding educators and draw at-
tention to the importance of the education
profession. We try to honor the individuals
named, as well as the peers they represent.

Invaluable in this effort has been the sup-
port and sponsorship of two of Tennessee’s
own: Nashville-based Education Networks of
America and Greeneville-based Niswonger
Foundation.

ENA co-sponsors the Principal and Supervi-
sor of the Year awards programs, including a
formal ceremony and awards for each finalist
and winner. ENA helped initiate Tennessee
schools into the world of internet technol-
ogy by developing the first statewide K-12
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network in the nation. The company also co-
sponsors an initiative to prepare existing and
aspiring superintendents to be visionaries for
technology in education in their school district.

The Niswonger Foundation likewise co-spon-
sors an annual banquet for the Teacher of the
Year award program, as well as provides cash
awards to finalists and winners. Additionally,
the Niswonger Foundation has helped institute
standing professional development programs for
Tennessee’s education leaders. One such pro-
gram offers online professional development for
superintendents of Tennessee school systems
and school principals. The Foundation is also
highly involved in supporting schools and edu-
cation in the East Tennessee region.

Across the state, Tennessee schools are for-
tunate to have involved partners in their local
community that help them better serve students.
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